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to Captain Smith that there was complaint on the
part of some officers on the navy list about my hold-
ing a position higher than theirs, the captain said:

"Dewey is doing all right. I don't want a
stranger here/'

Farragut, who was fond of the captain, answered:

"Then we will let him stay/5

For many trying months I was about as close to
Smith officially as it is possible for one man to be to
another, and I learned to know and enjoy all his
qualities. His was a pronounced character, abso-
lutely fearless, with something of Farragut's grim
determination in the midst of battle. He smoked
continually, lighting one cigar with the butt of an-
other, whether shells were bursting around him or
he was lounging on deck.

In action he became most energetic; but in the
periods between action he was Inclined to leave all
detail to his executive. His hobby, except in the
matter of cigars, was temperance, I recollect that
he saw me take a glass of champagne that was offered
to me when I was in the house of a Union officer
after the troops had taken New Orleans. He was
puffing at a cigar as usual.

"Dewey, do you drink champagne?" he asked.

I had not tasted any for months, and very hard
months they had been.

"Yes, I do when it is as good as this. I don't
very often get a chance, these days/* I answered.ho was in fact
